Why Arts?

The skills fostered in an art program include seeing relationships, making associations, recognizing patterns,
staying focused on the big picture, and making judgments. (Eldon Katter)

Painting by Sylvia Tennant

As a high school student
who excelled in everything
but math and science,
I found myself in art class
one day expressing my
frustrations to my
teacher, Ms. Atnikov. She
listened to me calmly as I
went off about the
pressure of being good at
all of my subjects. She then
said: “ Honey, some
people just don’t think that
way. You’re one of them.”
Her words were hope
when I needed it the most,
and completely redefined
my art and high school
experience through her
willingness to connect with
me. I was the kid who
got scared of a blank
canvas, and all of a sudden
everything made sense.
This painting represents a
turning point in my life.
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Sylvia Tennant

Art is...an opportunity for our imaginations to present themselves. It frees our minds for something new and
exciting. Art means...whatever the artist wants it to mean. It can be up to the perceiver too!
Cara M.
Art is...an injection of colour in a world tinted with shades of grey. Art means reevaluating how we see our
surroundings. It is a change in perspective that brings value and meaning into my life.
Sylvia T.
Art is...life. It is part of all of us, surrounds us, and imitates us. Art fuels the spirit, engages the mind and revitalizes our way of thinking. Art is life.
Ashton M.

Art is...escape.

Jackie B.

Art is...expressing yourself in its finest form.
Art gives us a voice. It allows us to make connections between images and our lives.

Michael S.
Becca W.

Provide students with an opportunity to explore the world around them through the lens of an artist. Instill confidence, creativity, passion and exploration.

Darren L.

Support Arts Education In Your School District & Your Community
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www.bcata.ca

