
Textured Painting
Laura Harris Inspired

MATERIALS & TECHNOLOGIES:
❏ glue
❏ canvas
❏ texture paste
❏ newspaper or tissue paper 
❏ acrylic paint
❏ access to internet 
❏ assorted brushes (including older, rougher ones for dry-brushing)

RESOURCES AND REFERENCES: http://www.lauraharrisartist.com

PRE-CLASS PREPARATION: 
❏ create a powerpoint presentation with visual examples to introduce the project
❏ gather newspaper and tissue paper
❏ organize glue distribution

LESSON OVERVIEW:
For this assignment, you will create a textured landscape inspired by the work of artist Laura Harris. Your
painting should explore the ideas of stylization and minimalism, where details some from the texture and
colours.

PROCESS
Step 1: Research and Planning
Research Laura Harris’ work to gather ideas.  http://www.lauraharrisartist.com. Then create a minimum of
three rough sketches to generate ideas for your own original composition. 

Step 2: Create Texture on Canvas
You may do this using some or all of the following materials: newspaper, paper towel, and texture pastes.
Avoid trying to control the results too much for more natural results. 

Step 3: Underpainting
Once the texture is try, paint your entire textured canvas with a dark, solid colour,. Be sure to fill in all the
texture cracks. 

Step 4: Painting  
At this point, you will begin to paint in your composition. 
➔ Remember to layer and to include details when necessary.
➔ Dry Brushing workshop to follow 
➔ Please also remember the elements of art (line, shape, value, texture, space, colour) and the 

principles of art (balance, proportion, emphasis, variety, movement, rhythm, harmony).

            BIG IDEA CURRICULAR COMPETENCIES CONCEPTS & CONTENT 

Refining artistic 
expression requires 

perseverance, 
resilience, and risk 

taking.

● Examine contributions of traditional, innovative, 
and intercultural visual artists

● Create artistic works using sensory inspiration, 
imagination, and inquiry

● Examine artistic possibilities using a range of 
materials, processes, and technologies

● Take creative risks to express thoughts and 
emotions through artistic works

● elements of visual art
● principles of design
● image development strategies
● materials, techniques, 

and technologies
● creative processes
● symbols and metaphors

http://www.lauraharrisartist.com/
http://www.lauraharrisartist.com/


EXTENSIONS 

● Project can be used to teach foreground/middleground/background (with most texture being in the 
foreground)

● Students can diverge from landscapes to other subject matter that interests them

ADAPTATIONS / MODIFICATIONS

● Texture paste can be used instead of newspaper / tissue paper to create for students wanting 
more control or different textured effects. 

● Stylizing / abstracting work helps simplify the process for students who are less detail-oriented, 
as dry brushing will still create interesting atmospheric effects 

ASSESSMENT / EVALUATION

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

Concept
Planning

❏ Preliminary Exercises - completion of rough or practise exercises 
❏ Planning - completion of three rough sketches (or more) to generate ideas for 

an original composition
❏ Reference Material - use of visual resources to increase detail and accuracy   

               (ie. books, posters, printed images, internet, other artists)
❏ Art theory - strong understanding of the theme being taught
❏ Feedback - willingness to try new things, work outside one’s current “style” and 

implement teacher or peer feedback
/5

Production 
&

Technical
Competency

❏ Craft - student has control over elements of art and design (line, shape, value, 
texture, space, colour)

1       2       3       4    

❏ Composition - student has control over principles of art and design (balance, 
proportion, emphasis, variety, movement, rhythm, harmony)

1       2       3       4    

❏ Media -  student has control over the materials used for this project and has 
clearly applied the techniques taught in class workshops

1       2       3       4    

❏ Originality -  work is original, creative, insightful, unique, and possesses strong 
student voice

1       2       3       4   

/15

Approach 

to Work 

&

Process

Student demonstrated the following: 
❏ Daily effort and productive use of class time 
❏ Risk-taking and experimentation
❏ Personal growth
❏ A positive “I want to learn” attitude
❏ On-time completion of assignments /5

Total: /25



Top left: Wave by 
Leann Li, Belmont 
Secondary
Top right: 
Reflections by 
Leann Li, Belmont 
Secondary
Purple Flower by 
Lexy D, Belmont 
Secondary,
Bottom: Blue by 
Paris Leigh, 
Belmont Secondary


