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Materials & Technologies

• Small speaker with music 
playing device

• Sketchbooks and or blank 
paper

• Pencils and erasers

Pre-Class Preparation

• Select two instrumental tracks
• Prepare the class for students 

to have their own space for 
activity. You may want to have 
students sitting one area 
(carpeted space) or sitting at 
their desk.

Process

Warm-Up

Begin the lesson by asking the students to come and sit in a 
circle on the carpet, or from their desks for a discussion with 
the class using the following questions:

• What does it mean to be inspired? Draw a word cloud 
around the word “inspired” (brainstorming).

• What does the word inspired mean? Have students think 
about times when they have been inspired (think, pair, 
share). Have a few examples prepared to demonstrate 
how one work builds on another.

• How can art inspire more art?

Activity

Explain the Musical Drawing activity to the students:
• Ask each student to quietly choose a partner, and then  

spread out on the carpet to have their own space - or from 
their own desks.  They will need to bring their pencil and 
sketchbooks with them.

• Explain that the class will listen to a piece of instrumental 
music. During that time, each student will need to draw 
whatever the music makes them think of. The activity will 
be done in silence.

• Afterwards, the students will exchange their sketchbook 
with their decided upon partner, who will then write one 
sentence describing the image on the back of the drawing.

Time permitting, complete the activity twice.



Finally, ask the partners to share their artwork with one 
another. Ask the students to form a circle on the carpet, and 
close the lesson with the following discussion:
• Sharing:  Who would like to share what they drew, or what 

they liked about their partner’s drawing?
• When you listened to the music, how did you know what 

to draw?
• Were the sentences your partners wrote different from 

what you were trying to draw? Why or why not?

To finish the activity, discuss perspective, and how each of 
us has our own perspective. Everyone in the class can look, 
listen, or witness the same piece of art, and walk away their 
own unique understanding of the piece

Assessment/Evaluation
• Completed drawings and sentences in sketchbooks.
• Anecdotal notes on participation.

Adaptations/Modifications
• For younger or more challenged students, instead of 

having them write a sentence describing the drawing, just 
have them share with their partner what they think their 
partner drew.

Extensions/Possible Cross-Curricular 
Connections
For music class, use music that is currently being discussed 
or practice in music class, or compositions students have 
made themselves via Garageband.

Big Ideas

Dance, drama, 
music and visual 

arts are each 
unique languages 
for creating and 
communicating.

Works of art 
influence and are 
influenced by the 
world around us.



Concepts  & Content
What students will KNOW

• Reflect on creative 
processes as an 
individual and as a 
group, and make 
connections to other 
experiences.

• Express, feelings, 
ideas, and experiences 
through art.

• Describe and respond 
to works of art and 
explore artists’ intent.

Curricular Competencies
What students will DO

• Image development 
strategies.

• Personal and 
collective responsibility 
associated with 
creating, experiencing, 
or presenting in a safe 
learning environment.
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