CASTING AA SHADE
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Sketchbook Project

Grades 2-7

Hook & Introduction
•

Invite students to have a think/pair/share to discuss how a
pine tree would look in a grassy field during the first signs
of winter. What key elements would be in this picture?
-After this discussion, direct students to draw a pine tree
in a grassy field where snow has just begun to fall.
Once completed ask, “How did you decide to draw the
tree/grass/snow?”
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•

Duration: 40 min.

Presentation

Materials needed: paper and
pencils

•

Overview:
Students will be introduced
to deliberate image shading
techniques.
This
introduction
to shading allows students to
experiment with 5 different and
common practices – back and forth
stroke, hatching, cross-hatching,
stippling (dots), scumbling (circular
scribbles). This allows students
to expand their ability to show the
effects of light and texture in their
pictures.

•

•

Demonstrate the five shading techniques in front of the
class. (back and forth stroke, hatching, cross-hatching,
stippling -dots, and scumbling -circular scribbles)
Instruct students to divide their page into five sections,
and practice each of the shading techniques by filling
each section methodically with these marks. Invite students to discuss which techniques would be best for capturing the features of certain images – snow, dust, woolen
clothing, etc.

Practice and Production
•

Students experiment with using the different techniques
to create an image that incorporates a few different shading practices – landscapes, a living room etc. Suggest to
students they redraw the original image of a pine tree on
a grass field with snow falling.

Discussion
•

In a class discussion, compare the techniques used to
create the initial landscape scene. Ask, “What did applying the techniques do for creating light and texture of the
objects? “

First Peoples
Principle of Learning
Learning involves
patience and time.

Closure
•

Assessment/
Evaluation of Students’ Learning
•
•

Completion of five sections of techniques
Application of techniques in image development

Thank you to Lily, Bonnie L., Talah W., Olive, and Ariel, from
West Bay Elementary (SD#45) for the use of their sketchbook
pages.

Creative
expression
develops our
unique identity
and voice.

Artists
experiment in a
variety of ways
to discover new
possibilities and
perspectives.

THE BIG IDEAS

Pair and share – Organize students in pairs or small
groups for an opportunity to share techniques they enjoyed using and how they aided them in creating their images. Consider shifting the conversation to discuss why
their shading technique worked.

Curricular Competencies:

Concepts & Content:

WHAT STUDENTS WILL DO

WHAT STUDENTS WILL KNOW

• Create artistic works collaboratively
and as an individual using ideas
inspired by imagination, inquiry,
experimentation, and purposeful play
• Explore
elements,
processes,
materials, movements, technologies,
tools, and techniques of the arts
• Reflect on creative processes and
make connections to other experiences
• Develop processes and technical skills
in a variety of art forms to refine artistic
abilities

Visual Arts:
• Elements of design: line, shape,
texture, form
• Principles of design: pattern,
repetition, rhythm, contrast
• Processes, materials, technologies,
tools, and techniques to support arts
activities

