
 

These steps all need to be completed in this order in in your sketchbook!! 

         

Coming up with an idea out of nowhere is difficult, but if you have a question to answer the 
solutions flow more freely. Here are a few examples of Idea Generation: 

• If I could be anywhere doing anything right now where would I want to be? 
• What is something happening right now that I feel strongly about?  
• What has happened to me that has shaped who I am?  
• If I could tell anyone I meet one thing what would I tell them? 
• What are my fears/joy about the environment?                            
• How do I relate to my culture, who Am I, who shaped me?                The Story of my Neighbourhood Project: Nikayla M. 
• What is the best/worse thing that ever happened to me?  

Answer 1 of these questions and you have something you can make a work of 
art out of. If these questions don’t inpire you, come up with some possible 
questions of your own.  Write them down in your sketchbook. Choose one… 
then, brainstorm, answer the question with a hundred off-the-top-ofyour-
head short answers. Don’t hesitate to write everything down. Nothing is too 
silly and nothing is too hard. One idea leads to another and the longer you 
brainstorm the more diverse your ideas will become.  

Stuck?, create a mindmap, you may end with a completely different idea and 
that is OK 

  

Demonstrate awareness of self, others, and place through art making. I can use art to show that I understand who I am, 
where I come from, and how I fit in to the world.  

Communicate ideas and express emotions through art making. I can share ideas and express feelings through the art 
that I create.  

Communicate about and respond to social and environmental issues through visual art. I can use art to comment on 
things that are happening in society and the world.  

Create artistic works to reflect personal voice, story, and values.  I can create works of art that convey my personality 
and world views.  

Create artistic works using sensory inspiration, imagination, and inquiry.  Create art using your senses (what you see, 
what you hear, what you smell, what you feel), your imagination, and inquiry (inspired by questions you have). 

Use imagination, Observation and Inquiry 
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o What do I know about this topic? 
o What message am I trying to give? 
o What do I need to know in order to create a thought-

provoking image? 

-                                                                                                     The Story of my Neighbourhood Project: Nikayla M. 

Find other artists and their artworks that are attempting similar projects, themes, and media. Draw, print and glue 
reference of their work into your sketches and ideas. Make notes about what the other artist did or may have been 
thinking. 

o Research one or 2 artists who work in the style you want or with the topic you want to work with.   
o Artist Research Questions- try to answer all of them 

§ 1. What is the artist’s full name?  
§ 2. What is their most significant contribution?  
§ 3. List three of their most famous works of art  
§ 4. When and where were they born?  
§ 5. Where did they live most of their career?  
§ 6. Who were their contemporaries?  
§ 7. How much has some of their work sold for?  
§ 8. What style, genre or period of art are they most noted for?  
§ 9. What media and method did they work mostly? 
§  10. Find images of the three most famous works, replicate or print them and glue them in your 

sketchbook. 
§ 11. Find a quote by the artist that you either love or hate. Put it in your sketchbook and note 

why you chose it. 
 

     
No, or not enough 
work was completed 
to assess these 
curricular 
competencies 

Idea generation 
shows minimal 
investment in idea 
development. 
Difficulty going 
stretching past first 
idea 

Some investment in 
Idea generation and 
exploration of 
personal interest and 
imagination 

Thorough 
investigation of ideas. 
Links from one idea 
to another and to 
personal interest and 
inquiry 

Idea generation 
shows clear 
investment in the 
development of new 
ideas, some 
purposeful play to 
stretch idea further, 
keen exploration of 
personal interest and 
imagination. 



  

Describe and analyze, using discipline-specific language, how artists use materials, 
technologies, processes, and environments in art making.  I can ask questions about and 
describe how artists and their peers use materials, technologies and techniques in their art 
making. I can do this using art terms/language.  

Analyze design choices in artistic works. I can ask questions about and try to understand why 
artists make certain choices in their works.  

Explore contributions of traditional and innovative visual artists from a variety of Art 
movements and contexts 

I can understand the importance of the history of art and the works created by famous 
artists. I can make connections between what was happening in the world at the time that 
certain styles were created and subject matters were explored.  

I can understand, apply, and demonstrate the elements of art and the principles of design. 

 

 

   

“Be Original” Appropriation and Plagiarism in Art. As you do your research, keep this in mind!!!!!  

When you incorporate outside elements into your own work: 

• Make sure it’s an act of synthesis = combining things to create something new. 
• Give credit! In the title, by using something that is universal (such as Mona Lisa 2010) or by some other means, like 

in your artist statement or in the artwork’s background. 
• Alter the original image SUBSTANTIALLY (75%) 
• Ask yourself, “Is the viewer in on the joke or is the viewer the target of the joke? (showing them something that is 

not my idea)”  
 
Plagiarism is passing off another’s imagery as your own: 

• It is blind copying with no significant alteration or transformation.  
• There is no credit given to the original artist(s) if elements are recreated. 
• This includes works created from another artist’s ideas, photograph, drawing, painting, writing, etc 
 
 

     
No, or not enough 
work was completed 
to assess these 
curricular 
competencies 

Research shows few 
basic 
information/questions 
answered. Few 
personal insight/notes 
about the art selected 

Research shows some 
artist and artworks 
information/questions 
answered. Some 
personal insight/notes 
about the art selected 

Relevant and 
informative research 
organized in a 
creative way. Some 
interesting response 
to the selected 
artwork 

Can respond 
constructively to 
other’s artworks in 
detail using art 
specific language. 
Extensive research 
creatively displayed 
in a way that shows 
care and attention 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/11/art-studio
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At this point, you should have a creative original and clear idea. In your sketchbook, experiment with different materials 
or combinations of materials. Leave a space to write what worked and what did not work for your idea. 

If you are working in 3D, post photos of your material experimentation in Spaces. 

  

Refine artistic skills from a variety of styles.  I can improve my technique as an artist by learning 
about different styles of art and practicing them.  

Explore artistic possibilities using a range of materials, processes, and technologies. I can learn 
by experimenting and thinking creatively using lots of different materials, techniques, and 
technologies.  

Intentionally select and combine materials, processes, and technologies to convey ideas. I can 
put thought into the materials, techniques and technologies that I choose to use so that I am 
able to create art that clearly shows my ideas. 
 

 

 

      

Thumbnail sketches should be quick (about 5-10 minutes). A thumbnail sketch should have little or no detail.  

A thumbnail sketch should be more about composition and value than anything else. Remember the sketch is not your 
final piece it is your thoughts on paper. 

EXPAND YOUR IDEA: Fill the space around the thumbnails with notes. The notes should include potential media to be 
used, colour schemes, collage materials, meaning, and/or size of final piece. Think about every aspect of the piece. 

Consider COMPOSITION- the placement and size of objects on your paper in thumbnail sketches. The Rule of Thrids will 
help you balance and make our composition more interesting.  

     
No, or not enough 
work was completed 
to assess these 
curricular 
competencies 

Some exploration of 
some materials 
Materials are labelled 
Few if any notes or 
feedback about 
materials 

Good exploration of 4 
materials with some 
personal feedback 
about each material 

Interesting 
exploration of art 
materials and some 
relevant 
combinations with 
interesting personal 
reflections of each. 
Displayed in a 
creative and 
informative way 

Extensive exploration 
of art materials and 
their combinations 
with insightful 
personal reflections 
of each. Displayed in 
a creative and 
informative way 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/11/art-studio#;
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Constructing a Story Portrait Project- Sydney C (Left) Lucy M (Right) 

 

 

 

Drawing Fundamentals: Composition Video: https://youtu.be/aHq5KwFvtns 

 

   

Develop personal answers to aesthetic questions.  I can come up with thoughtful 
answers/responses to questions about art, why it is important, and what makes it valuable.  

Reflect on the influences of a variety of contexts on artistic works. I can reflect on the way that 
personal, social, cultural, environmental, and historical issues impact artistic works.  

 

 

 

 

     
No, or not enough 
work was completed 
to assess these 
curricular 
competencies 

Some evidence of 
image development 
experimentation. Few 
notes about 
experience in 
sketchbook 

Good evidence of 
image development 
experimentation and 
understanding. 
Includes notes 
displayed in 
sketchbook 

Great evidence of 
image development 
experimentation and 
understanding. 
Includes notes neatly 
displayed in 
sketchbook 

Strong evidence of 
image development 
experimentation, 
understanding and 
relevant notes 
creatively displayed 
in sketchbook 

https://youtu.be/aHq5KwFvtns
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/11/art-studio
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      FEEDBACK (Kind, Specific and Helpful) 

• Share your ideas with a peer in class; or a friend who knows about art and understands the project we are doing; 
or adult in the school/community. 

• Show them all of your creative process so far, allow time to go through it in details and ask you questions and 
then have them write some “Kind, Specific & Helpful” feedback to help you move along with your design. 

• This is not about whether they like or not like what you are doing but what you may have overlooked or need to 
work on further and how 

  

Understand the purpose of a critique and choose when to apply suggestions. I can understand 
the purpose of critiques and feedback. I can accept constructive feedback and use it to make 
changes that improve my work.  

Connect with others on a local, regional, or national scale through visual arts.  I can use art to 
connect with people from other schools, cities, or countries.  

 

 

 

    

Show all your drafts to the teacher prior to starting the good 
copy!! Gather your materials, manage your time, persist and 
persevere, use ‘mistakes’ to force you to be creative, ask for 
help, keep the material and studio space clean and organized.  

 

 

 

The Story of my Neighbourhood 
Project: Nikayla M. 

     
No, or not enough 
work was completed 
to assess these 
curricular 
competencies 

Feedback you 
provided is generic 
and lacks specific tips 
to improve 

Feedback you 
provided is kind, 
specific and 
somewhat helpful. 
Evidence of having 
looked at all the 
evidence provided 

Feedback you 
provided is kind, 
specific and very 
helpful. A lot of 
thought was invested 
in this feedback and 
in looking at evidence 
provided 

Feedback you 
provided is kind, 
specific and very 
helpful. Evidence of 
deep understanding 
of the evidence 
provided and 
willingness to help 
another artist grow 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/11/art-studio


Constructing a Story 
Portrait: Amalie T 

         

 

   

Demonstrate safe and responsible use of materials, tools, and work space.   I can work safely, 
responsibly, and respectfully in the art studio.  

Demonstrate active engagement in creating artistic works and resolving creative challenges. I 
can put thought into my creations and when I come to a challenge or road block, I can use it as 
an opportunity to be creative and try something different.  

Take creative risks to express thoughts and emotions through artistic works. There is learning in 
taking risks and making mistakes. 

Keeps audience in mind 

 

 

 

 

 

     
No, or not enough 
work was completed 
to assess these 
curricular 
competencies 

Artwork is completed 
but, message may be 
unclear. Little 
attention paid to the 
creative process. 
Would benefit from 
asking for help, 
persisting and 
watching class or 
online demos. Little 
evidence of 
understand the use of 
the E&P of Design 

Artwork is a good 
reflection of the 
creative process. 
Intended message is 
clear and effective. 
Evidence of 
manipulation the E&P 
of Design to enhance 
message 
 

Artwork is a great 
reflection of the 
creative process. 
Intended message is 
clear, effective and 
creative. Creative use 
of E&P of Design is 
effective Student 
persisted. Finished 
artwork with 
attention to 
craftmanship and 
some consideration 
to composition 
 

Artwork is a direct 
reflection of the 
creative process. 
Intended message is 
clear, effective and 
creative. Mastered 
the use of the E&P of 
Design and 
composition to create 
a professional quality 
artwork. 
 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/11/art-studio
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Your artist Statement (or self-reflection) is an opportunity for you to describe describe your work, your inspirations, the 
meaning behind your art… 

Your artist statement (self-reflection) should include:  

o What artists/artworks inspired you? How? 
o Describe your art using ART SPECIFIC language: 

§ Mention the dominant element and principles of design used to create your image.  
§ Mention the composition technique you used, for what purpose? 
§ Mention the Image strategy you used, why? 
§ How did you create a focal point? 
§ The meaning behind your choice of colors? Textures?.... 

o Describe your topic, the meaning behind your Art, why is this important to you? 
 

  

Document, share, and appreciate artistic works in a variety of contexts.  I can photograph, post, 
and talk about/write about my work. I can reflect on the way that personal, social, cultural, 
environmental, and historical issues impact my artistic works. I can use Art specific language 

 

 

 

     

 

Please submit all sketchbook work for the Creative Process in digital portfolio in order to have this assignment assessed.  

• Idea Generation 
• Research- Artists and idea 
• Experimenting with materials  
• Composition thumbnails 
• Image development thumbnails 
• Finished artwork 
• Artist statement (nswer the self-reflection questions) 

     
No, or not enough 
work was completed 
to assess these 
curricular 
competencies 

Some important 
information missing 
or inaccurate making 
the write up  

Most information is 
included. Statement 
is positive  

All information is 
included. Artist 
statement is positive 
and helps the viewer 
understand and 
relate to the artwork 

All relevant 
information is 
included in an 
interesting and 
professional manner 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/11/art-studio

